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HIBERNIANS BACK FINUCANE FAMILY DEMAND
BRITISH ENQUIRY MUST BE CREDIBLE AND CAPABLE
National President Sean Pender has issued the following statement on behalf of the Ancient Order of Hibernians: 

                                                                                              “Hibernians pledge to back the Finucane family’s call to help insure that Britain’s independent enquiry into the death of slain Civil Rights lawyer Patrick Finucane is credible and capable of delivering the truth. We make this pledge after being deeply moved by their Congressional testimony today, as we have been repeatedly moved by the Finucane family during their courageous 35 year battle for justice. We further commend Congressmen Chris Smith and James McGovern for holding today’s Lantos Commission hearing, and providing a Congressional platform about the murder which has such serious implications for the issue of legacy justice across the north of Ireland.

“Just as the Ballymurphy Massacre families and Bloody Sunday families revealed the truth of British Army killings and cover-ups, the Finucane family have exposed the patterns of British crown collusion behind Pat Finucane’s murder and hundreds of others.
 “As Geraldine Finucane noted Pat’s murder ‘was part of an approved British government policy’ in which the British Army, British intelligence services and Royal Ulster Constabulary Special Branch conspired with loyalist paramilitaries to commit the murder of a solicitor for daring to oppose the crown using British law in British courtrooms.

  “The Finucane family has fought for a public enquiry only because no other legal mechanism could establish the facts when so much British state involvement was involved. As Michael Finucane, observed, during the conflict ‘killings by Republican paramilitaries were heavily investigated, and people prosecuted, while the consistent experience of relatives of victims killed by the RUC or British military or even loyalist paramilitaries was of minimal investigation and no accountability.’
“Now the Finucane family’s objective is to see that any British enquiry is truly credible and capable of delivering the truth.
“Commenting on Labour’s approach on British legacy legislation, solicitor John Finucane, noted that Keir Starmer the new British Prime Minister had promised to repeal and replace the legacy act, but had made the mistake of now endorsing the ICRIR Commission created by the legacy act which he had pledged to repeal. The ICRIR denied families any ‘ability to get in and ask questions or be represented’.
The AOH is gratified that we were acknowledged by Geraldine Finucane as one of the groups which has given support to the family’s fight for justice. We pledge to continue to stand behind the Finucane family in their campaign for truth”.
